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century a predominant element, with an historical past and with a
strong leader, we might have seen a revival of the Sultanate of Konia,
Or we might have seen a revival of Hellenism, a grafting, perhaps, on
fresh stock, which would have put new foundations under the Byzan-
tine Empire by a reconquest of the Asiatic themes. But the Mongols
and the Crusaders had done their work too well. The Latins at
Constantinople, and the Mongols in Persia and Mesopotamia, had
removed any possibility of a revival of either Arab Moslem or Greek
Christian traditions.'1
The last period, from 1261 to 1453, was, as we have noted
above, a time of desperate political struggle—a protracted
death agony of the remnants of the Empire in its unequal fight
against Islam represented this time by the Ottoman Turks.
Accordingly there was almost no cultural intercourse
^J>etween Byzantium and Islam in the period from the
Crusades to the fall of the Empire. Trade was interrupted
and ceased to be well organized and regular. Many treasures
of Islamic culture perished. Neither the Seljuks nor the
Ottomans were at that time ready to carry on or stimulate
real cultural work; in particular any co-operation with the
Eastern Empire became impossible.
During this period four Arab travellers visited Constanti-
nople and left descriptions of the city. Two of them came to
Constantinople during the brilliant rule of the Comnenian
dynasty in the twelfth century. In his Guide to Pilgrimages
Hassan Ali al-Harawy gives a brief account of the most
important monuments of the capital and specifies some
monuments connected with Islam. He stresses once more
the religious tolerance of Byzantium towards Islam. Out-
side of the city there is the tomb of one of the companions of
the Prophet (= Muhammad). The big mosque erected by
Maslamah, son of Abdel-Melik, is within the city. One can
see the tomb of a descendant of Hussein, son of Ali, son of
Abu-Thalib.' At the end of his description he says, 'Con-
stantinople is a city larger than its renown proclaims*, and
then exclaims, 'May God, in His grace and generosity, deign
to make of it the capital of Islam!' His wish was fulfilled in
1453, Another Arabian traveller of the twelfth century who
1 H. A. Gibbons, The Foundation of the Ottoman Empire (New York, 1916),
pp.13-14.

